complex. There are two introductory chapters, one on the nature of blood and the other on haematological investigation. There is also a lengthy, though valuable, contribution on technical methods. The references are extensive (80 pages in all) and provide the reader with a most useful bibliography. There are many tables and a number of photographs, none of which, alas, is in colour. This is an impressive publication which, despite its price, can be recommended to medical and veterinary haematologists and to laboratory workers. The main criticism is that it is not a truly 'comparative' approach. Reptiles and fish are mentioned briefly and incompletely in the chapter on technical methods and are not discussed elsewhere. A chapter on lower vertebrate haematology, if included, would have been of particular value. The contribution on birds is, as the author admits, based mainly upon the fowl; as a result of this, recent work on other avian species is ignored. The chapter on avian leucosis might well have been replaced by such material. Nevertheless this book is a courageous and largely successful attempt to bring together previously scattered data on the haematology of a number of species. This work is a multiple author volume edited by Professor Arger of the University of Pennsylvania and includes many leading experts in the field of ophthalmology and ophthalmic radiology amongst the contributors. The aim of the book is to provide physicians with the information necessary to provide the best possible care for patients with orbital problems. Like many multiple author works, it suffers from some unevenness both in the length of Contribution and quality. Plain X-ray changes and computerized tomography of the orbit are now the dominant investigations in orbital disease. These investigations are given rather less prominence in the text than are angiographic studies (carotid arteriography and orbital venography) which are now only' required in selected patients. There are also some omissions. There is no chapter on dacryocystography or on the localization of foreign bodies in the eye by radiography, for example. These are surely needed in a textbook of Ophthalmic radiology.
The standard of illustration of the work is excellent, and one would particularly pick out the Contributions of Dr Jacqueline Vignaud and her Colleagues in this respect: the chapter on the external carotid supply to the orbit is quite superb, both in text and illustration, though perhaps an over-elaboration in a textbook of this size.
In short, this is a work of mixed quality with many excellent contributions. It would appeal most to the specialist radiologist or ophthalmologist but is too unbalanced to be recommended as a primer on the subject for the trainee. It is now nearly 80 years since M W Beijerinck formulated the concept of a 'contagium vivum fluidum' as the basis of tobacco mosaic disease. He saw the causative agent, whose filterability he confirmed, as possibly a water-soluble molecule,
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